

















against heaven and plunder the sanctuary of the omnipotent God. And indecd that is what has
happened in Ireland to the monastery of Holy Cross belonging to the Cistercian order in the
diocese of Cashel. For a fragment of the Holy Cross was preserved there, for which the faithful
frequently brought alms, and which, we have heard, a certain person named O’Kearncy has
taken away, so that he might divert into his own house the offerings of the Catholics, which are
the patritaony ot Christ and a price paid for sin, and make use of them himself. You can sce,
my Brothers, that such an cvil cannot be tolerated. Neither is it right that the instrument of
human redemptioa [the Toly Cross of Christ] should become the prey of greed and rapacity.
Wherefore you must guard against the devil using, for the deceiving of souls, the same wood
[cro s] that our Saviour chose to crush his head; and see moreover, that holy things, used to
gain an unjust advantage, do not become a scandal and laughing-stock to those who hate us.
We advise you therefore, my Brothers, to see to it that all usurpers of holy relics, and in
particular of those fragments [of the Cross], be extricated from the shame of such a sacrilege as
soon as possible; and likewisc that you urge them through fear of the ecclesiastical censures to
make restitution. Take the greatest care that in the house of God you are found to be most
diligent householders and the watchful guardians of the holy service. For the rest, to you, my
Brothers, we promise the pontifical patronage; and we encourage you who have been chosen
by the Father of mercies for his own inheritance in these battles with heresies triumphant, to
show yourselves worthy of such a favour of the divine clemency, and prove your faith and
dutifulness to angels and mankind. For, no small rewards await your labours and solicitude,
that is, the salvation of the pcople, the glory of the divine name, and an immortal life of
heavenly blessings. That you mav not only desire such glories but also come to possess them,
we will earnestly plead in assiduous praver to God; and we very lovingly impart to you, my
Brothers, the apostolic blessing,

CIOTIWITES

I. t.ondiscan Library, Killiney (F.L.K.) MSS D3, p. 281. Since the letter does not appear under Pope
v regory XV oin the Bullarium Romanum, xii (Turin, 1867), it may be an unique document.

2. Mot the same as the coat-of-arms for Gregory XV in The Catholic Encyclopedia, vii (New York, 1913), 5.

3. His Triumphalia Chronologica Monasterii Sanctae Crucis in Hibernia was edited, together with his De
Cisterciensium Hibernorum Viris Hlustribus, by Denis Murphy, S.J., Dublin, 1891; see pp. Ixx-Ixxi for
Hartry. The original manuscript is in St. Patrick’s College, Thurles. Hartry’s illustrated title-page
has, at the bottom, a gruesome scene: eight pairs of bleeding hands grasping a tree (that bears the
te .t of the title), and four robbers with blood streaming from their wrists staggering under it.
lLaurence 1. Renehan, Collections on Irish Church History, ed. Danicl McCarthy, i (Dublin 1361), 269,
inistakenly says the hands are supporting the tree; but Hartry gives the legend of the robbers
i+ sisting the miraculous tree and having their hands cut off bv the abbey’s reputed founder,
oumhiall O Briain. The eight hands (ocht lamha in Irish) were supposed to refer to the abbe-'s old
name, Ochterlamhan (pp. 26-31). Woghterlaun is the name on a chalice made for the Lady chapel at
roly Cross abbev in 1620; J. J. Buckley, Some Irish Altar Plate (IDublin, 1943), p. 40; perhaps Lachtar
tounhain (U pper Leamhain), as distinct from another abbey south of it, also on the R. Suir, Inis
Learmhnachta (Inislounacht or the Abbey of the Suir on “New Milk [sland”); see Aubrey Gwynn and
R. N owville Hadeock, Medieval Religious Houses Ireland (London,1970), 468,478; Edmund Hogan, S.J.,
Chionuisticon Goedelicum (Dublin, 1910), 659, has Uachtar Lamand and Mainistir Uachtdair. rhe title
of Hartre’s work incorporated a common expression, ‘Triumphus crucis’, the triumph of the Cross,
v ell kno n from Savonarola’s Il Trionfo della Croce (Florence, 1498), which wa¢ translated into Irish
s Buaidli na Naomhchroiche and prepared for the press in 1650 by Bonaventure (YConnor, O.F.M,,
t-ut was not published until 1972, when it was edited by Padraig O Sailleabhain, O.1 M.
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“Twelve days after the death of Paul V, that is, on the 9 February 1621, Alessandro Ludovisi was
elected Pope; he was a cardinal priest with the title of Santa Maria in Trastevere, and Archbishop of
Bologna, where he had been born sixty-seven years before. He was crowned with the tiara six days
later [inclusive, 14 February]. He was Pope for two years and five months ... He died on 8 July 1623,
and was buried in the basilica of the Prince of Apostles, and from there his body was transferred to
the church of Saint Ignatius”; Bullarium Romanum, xii (Turin, 1867), 483. He had studied under the
Jesuits in Rome, and canonized St. Ignatius of Loyola in 1622; he died less than two months after his
letter to Ireland was printed. The Jesuit missionary and author, Barnabas Kearney, was a brother of
Archbishop David who himself was a friend of the leading Jesuits in Rome (see n. 9 below). Born at
Cashel in 1565, Barnabas died there aged 75, in August 1640 — the year in which Fr Malachy Hartrey
finished his Triumphalia, without mentioning the O’Kearney connected with the robbery of the relic,
or the robbery itself; Oliver, Collections towards illustrating the biography of the Scotch, English, and Irish
menibers of the Society of Jesus (London, 1845), 252-3. The Barnabas O’Kearny whose name was
inscribed on a monument in Holy Cross abbey in 1646 by his parents can hardly have been the old
Jesuit; see Triumphalia, lix.

John Daly in Transactions of the Kilkenny Archacological Society, ii (1855), 378; Ballylusky, near Cashel.
The County Cross of Tipperary may be a mistake for the County (or country) of the Holy Cross of
Tipperary. William Camden, who died in 1623, the year of our papal letter, said that the region
adjacent to Holy Cross abbey was popularly called “Comitatus Sanctae Crucis Tipperariensis”;
Guilielmus Camdenus, Brittania..., epitome of 6th. edn. (Amsterdam, 1617), 641.

An Irish Doctor, “History of Holy Cross Abbey and its Relics — 111, The Catholic Bulletin, xxix
(Jul.-Dec. 1939), 673. This interesting series of five articles is in the same volume, pp. 547f, 600f, 669f,
724f, 792f. The author defends the view that the relic that was reported as stolen was the one then in
the possession of the Ursuline nuns in Cork; see further on. Note should be taken of the three
articles by John G. A. Prim and T. L. Cooke on the sedilia/tomb, and incidentally the relic, at Holy
Cross abbey, Trans. Kilk. Arch. Soc., i (Dublin, 1853), 51-83. William P. Burke, History of Clonmel,
p. 434, in a footnote, says: “The O’Kearneys were hereditary custodians of the pastoral staff
traditionally said to date to the time of St. Patrick ... Like the Myers of Armagh, they were endowed
with lands for the maintenance of their high office”. See also Thomas O’Carroll, PP, Clonoulty,
“Holycross Abbey”, in Irish Eccles. Record, ix (1873), 550-69, & x (1874), 28-39 and 531-2, for an
interesting letter from Archbishop Kearney dated 10 July 1612 on the persecution expected in
[reland. A good account of the importance and use of the relic, and of the abbot’s power to control
its use by others, can readily be found in this Journal for 1991, pp. 170-80, in R. Gillespie,
B. Cunningham’s “Holy Cross Abbey and the Counter-Reformation in Tipperary”. For the
architecture and the Abbey lands, with many photographs, see Geraldine Carville, The Heritage of
Holy Cross (Belfast, 1973); also Colmcille O’Conbhuidhe, OCSO, The Cistercian Abbeys of Tipperary,
ed. F. Donovan (Dublin, 1999).

The original certificate for Roche’s appointment is in F.L.K., MSS D3, 247; see G. D. Burtchaell and
J. M. Rigg, Report on Franciscan Manuscripts... Dublin (Dublin, 1906), 73, which gives old pagination.
It is signed by David Rothe, Bishop of Ossory and Vice-Primate of Ireland, the two bishops elect of
Emly and Limerick, three vicars apostolic (Kildare, Ferns and Ross), and two vicars general
(Armagh and Waterford/Lismore; Archbishop Lombard was administrator of the latter diocese just
then).

Patrick Francis Moran, Spicilegiunt Ossoriense. ..., i (Dublin, 1874), 129. Renehan, Collections, 266, end:
price on his head; 275, end: David instead of Daniel, V.G.

Renehan, op. cit., 264-5, 273-5 gives six letters from Kearney to his friends, the leading Jesuits,
Acquaviva, Mutelleschi and another. For Kearney’s going to Rome, see John Walsh’s letter to Daniel
Hegan in Rome, 31 December 1618, in F.L.K., MSS D3, 151; Wadding Papers 1614-38, ed. Brendan
Jennings, O.F.M. (Dublin, 1953), 11; for the bishops in Ireland see B. Millett and C.J. Woods, “Roman
Catholic Bishops from 1534” in A New History of Ireland, eds. T. W. Moody, F. X. Martin, F.J. Byrne,
ix (Oxford, 1984), 333-91; for Bishop Dease see A. Cogan, The Diocese of Meath, ii (Dublin, 1867), 23.
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Renehan, op. cit., 271-5.

Triumphalia, chapter x; Catholic Bulletin, xxix, 547-51, 600-06, 669-76. Part of the relic was recently
donated to the restored church.

For Lombard’s papers, see Ignatius Fennessy, OFM, “Patrick Roche of Kinsale and St. Patrick’s
College, Rome”, Jn. Cork Hist. & Arch. Soc., c (1995), 96-7. Lombard was about four years dead when
Wadding was asked not to let his papers be lost. John Roche, then Bishop of Ferns, had also been
contacted by Rothe about Lombard’s papers. For Comerford, see R.F.P.C. of the Order of St.
Augustine & Doctor of Divinity, The Inquisition of a Sermon... Waterford in February 1817. &c. by Robert
Daborne (Waterford, Thomas Bourke, 1644), 221.
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